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leaving the conclave on account of his objections to the
officially endorsed regulations, he not only became persona
non grata to the government, but by persisting in his refusal
to return, after repeated warnings and requests, he accepted
the position of forcing the only too-delighted conclave, now
homogeneously Syrian, to elect another presiding officer,
who was soon confirmed by the sultan!

Ionian control of the Patriarchate of Antioch was not
abandoned without a sharp struggle. The other patriarchs,
led by the Ecumenical patriarch, succeeded in blocking the
proceedings at Damascus by presenting one technical ob-
jection after another to the Porte at Constantinople. As
to the validity of their objections I claim to be no judge. It
is sufficient to chronicle the triumph of the national leaders,
who, after waiting for months for an authorization of candi-
dates from Constantinople, executed a coup d'etat by electing
as patriarch one Malatios, a Syrian bishop, a man praised
by his fellow-countrymen as being devoted to the interests
of the church, but neither clever nor learned. The Porte
was notified, and in four months the official confirmation
arrived (1899). According to custom, the new patriarch
wrote "letters of peace/' announcing his election to the
heads of the independent churches, receiving friendly an-
swers from Russia, Servia, and Roumania, but none from
Athens or the three other patriarchates. The official reason
given for this refusal of recognition was that the election con-
travened the ecclesiastical canons as well as the prevailing
customs of the See of Antioch. That racial feeling, however,
played the strongest part was proved by the refusal of the
same churches to recognize the election of Malatios's suc-
cessor, which took place on June 5, 1906. That this was
technically legal I have been assured by one of the Ionian
prelates. Terms of reconciliation between the See of Anti-
och and the three patriarchates, sought as early as 1908,
were finally agreed upon in 1910. The present Patriarch of
Antioch, Gregorios, is a native of the Lebanon, said to be a
preacher of eloquence and well versed in Arab history and
the Moslem religion. An American missionary, for almost
forty years resident in Syria, regards the successful out-